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Safeguarding risk assessment

The purpose of the risk assessment is to:
•	 identify whether there are any significant risks of someone being harmed 
•	 if so, decide which actions are needed to reduce or eliminate the risk.

The following is a simple safeguarding risk assessment template that can be adapted 
for use at a major sporting event. Some specific risks for each risk category have 
been provided as a guide to start the assessment. Note that based on the nature of 
the sporting event, the risks could be different or reduced; hence it is important to 
consult with the organising committee at the start of the planning phase to do the risk 
assessment. This will ensure the actions to mitigate the risk are implemented.

The risk rating means the likelihood of harm occurring: 

High: 	 No mitigating arrangements are in place to address the risk and the likelihood 
of an incident occurring is high because no action has been taken yet.

Medium:	 Some mitigating arrangements are in place but may not be consistently 
applied or understood by all, hence the likelihood of an incident occurring is 
medium.

Low:	 Strong mitigating arrangements are in place and have been clearly 
communicated and consistently applied by all, hence the likelihood of an 
incident occurring is low.

Team Up GEDSI and Safeguarding Advisor Roshika Deo, para-athlete Mere 
Roden and Smash Down Barriers Program Manager Harvi Yee at the Palau 2025 

Pacific Mini Games
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